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thus cradually became politically important and lent active support
to the" actions and policies of Henry VII and other Tudor sovereigns.
The rise of educated and active-minded middle class thus rendered
most valuable services to the cause of their country. "By the destruc-
tion of the power of the nobility the middle class became strong
and formed the backbone of the English nation."

7.  Equality Before Law.   Before the advent of the Tudors, law
was not the same for all the people of the land.   The great lords
and barons enjoyed great privileges and they considered themselves
above the common Jaw of the land.   They committed great irregu-
larities and acts of high-handedness but they escaped the grip of law.
But in the time of Henry VII and his successors it was not so; even
the richest noble was to be judged according to the law of the land and
he could not escape the consequences of his actions.   A special law
court known as the Court of Star Chamber was set up to punish the
unruly lords and persons who ignored royal authority or who dis-
obeyed the law of the land.   Law came to be properly respected and
any'one who went against it, was to suffer the consequences of its
breach.

8.  Invention of Gunpowder.   The reign of Henry VII witnessed
the invention of gunpowder which acted as a powerful means in the
hands of the king against his unruly lords.   He passed a law prohi-
biting the lords to make use of gunpowder.   This placed the King's1
power 'at a much higher level than that of the lords and he was able
to suppress them ruthlessly.   'The corning   of   gunpowder   brought

a social revolution......the fact that private persons could seldom

afford the cost of trains of artillery helped to secure the power of
national government."   (Ramsay Muir).

9.  England's Active Partnership in the Politics of Europe.   It
was more since the reign of Henry VII that England began to take
a leading part in the politics of Europe.   She evinced an equally
active interest in all other movements and activities of the continent.
She was no more isolated from the continent, rather she became an
active partner in most of international affairs.   Her power and pres-
tige so much increased on the continent that she became a first-rate
power in course of time.

10.  Beginning of a New Foreign Policy.   Henry VII established
friendly relations with the princes of Europe by following the policy
of 'dynastic marriages.'   He married his daughter Margaret to James
IV of Scotland and his eldest son Arthur to  Princes'" Catherine  of
Aragon and when Arthur died he  married  his  second   son  Henry
(later on Henry VIII) to Catherine (by securing special sanction of
the Pope) so ^as to continue former  friendly  relations  with  Spain.
This new policy proved eminently successful and made England a
prominent and powerful country on the continent.

11.  Important Geographical Discoveries and Inventions. Henry's
reign was also famous for a   number   of  geographical   discoveries.
During his reign Bartholomew Bias discovered and doubled the Cape
of Good Hope, Columbus discovered America, Vasco de Gama the